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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


E ING at Paris, while 1 "oY 
of the Paſſages in this Paper 
Þ happened, heard, with Indigna- 
tion, many ſcurrilous things ſaid 


of Mr. Law, which made me re- 


ſolve to undeceive our Country- 
men, and do that Juſtice (which 


every Gentleman owes to another) 
to this Bright Man; knowing all 
the Facts to by true. » 


* 


Mr. 


* " 


Mr. LAV Character 
VINDICATED:. 


Friendly. a 2 Rant Generous ! Why 
e Tat toner wel 
ae Come to poor Lon- 
S8 don; But prithee _ 
Fraxk, art thou re- 


turn'd. from Paris and Miſiippt with: = 


out being Shipwreck'd ? 
Generous. Dear Will ! Conſult my 
Looks, See you any Thing pleas'd in 
my Countenance? Can you not per- 
Ns 7. celve.--- 


NEG, <3" 
ey. - 
7 
F 


ME. 


ceive your once Gay, Faſy 4 | 


tance is dwindI'd away to a ſullen, Sock 


moroſe Fellow? ſtupidly Dull while in 


Company, and much guilty of Solilo- 


quies When he is Toe” * 25 1 


| himſelf. 


* 


5 1 perceive 4 you are - Toft in 
the Lurch, by the Sinking of that, 
once thought , infallible en of 
Mr. Lam. | . 


Gen. Hold! Talk goth againſt 
the Character of that very Great Man, 
Did ſt thou know his Merit; — 


| F. No Raptures, 1 beg you — 


Gen. I tell thee Will, had they gone 
on, in the Syſtem he Projected and 
made plain to them, they had been 
now the Nation in the World of the 
moſt undoubted Credit; as he has 
made their King's Coffers the fulleſt in 
Europe. | 


Fr. Well, Let us believe you: But 
whoſe fault is it, that their Company 
is now Diſſolv'd, and their Actions and 
Bank. Bills not worth any thing, but to 

Garniſh 


/ 


(9) 


- Garniſh Candles. I was (ſtartled t'other 
Day, before I knew any thing of the 
ſuppreſſing the Company's Credit in 
France, when I came to Viſit my Lady 
Mary Wealthy: Being to ſtay in an Anti- 
chamber for Admiſſion, I amus'd my 
ſelf with the Tapeſtry; at laſt comes, 
in my round, where the Lights ft 
ready to.be carried in, I caſt my Eyes 
upon the Decoration of the bottom of 
the Candles, where I found a French 
Bank Bill of Ten Thouſand Livres tore 
in two, Artfully cut in Figures, and ſo 
plac'd as to ſhow the Candle was no 
part of the Candleſtick. E” 


Gen. You ask me whoſe fault it is? 
IJ aſſure you none of Mr. Law's. It is 
-unpoſſible for any ſuperiour Genius to 
live ia this envious World without 
.Cenſure, Malice, and cunning Engi- 
neers to undermine his greateſt Deligns. 
Which the World has ſeen he had no 
private Ends in, ſince it is univerſally 
known, that he has the Generoſity of 
It the greatelt Prince, free of all ſordid 
y | -intereſt. | | 


- yd 2 Nn Ln em intra 


| Fr. But to the Point. 


B Gen. 


ai 


BY * _- 


Gen. Then you muſt know, that 


this Syſteme of an Imaginary Credit 
was many Years ago propos'd by him 


in his own Country ; it was Approved 


of and Applauded, but found not prac- 


ticable any where but in a Kingdom 


where Reign'd an Abſolute Monarch, 
and where the Will of the Prince is the 


Law. 


F, Why did he not not propoſe it in 
England? | e 

Gen. He did Will , but you trifle. 
Lou know he had the misfortune to kill 
a Gentleman fairly in a Duel, and it 


was not ſafe for him to ſtay here. 


Fr. Went he then directly for France? 


Gen, He Travelled Earope! was 


eſteem'd at the Courts of all Princes 


as a Compleat Gentleman ; and by all 
Trading States as the molt conſummate 


in every Branch of Commerce. 


„ Fr. How come the Flying-Poſt to At- 


tack him in his Paper, as being a Pro- 
feſt Gameſter, and ſham Projector. 


| Gen. 


S ro c as oi 


1 

Gen. My dear Will Jam the more 
willing to anſwer thee in this firſt part 
of his Character, generoully given by 
that Puppy the. Author ; becauſe it is 
the only thing his Enemics dare fay 
againſt him, and which I ſhall con- 
viace you, adds vaſtly to his value, 


Fr. How ! How! the Character of a 
Gameſter add vaſtly to a Man's value! 
I confeſs I do not conceive you. 


Gen. I ſay it again. You muſt know, 
that in all Foreign Courts, there is no 
Aſſembly without a mixture of Gaming, 
and a Man who appears there without 
joining in that Diverſion, is look'd up- 
on to be either an Innocent, Stingy, or 

a Begger. My Friend's good looks and 
graceful mein, made him acceptable in 

all Companies. His incomparable rea- 
dineſs in Numbers, made him a perfect 
judge of the hazards and advantages 
of all Plays: His Serene Temper, with- 
out Tranſport, made him Maſter of 
himſelf, when fortune run againſt or 
for him, ſo he generally came of Gainer, 
ſeldom a conſiderable loſer. 
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Fr. Hark'ce Fart! did he never 
pract ice Cogging or Palming? 


Gen. Nay, now you inrage me, and 
was not you my Friend! 


F. You'd reſent it, wou'd you? 


Gen. Wou'd I? Yes. No, he play'd 
always upon the ſquare; he had too 
much Honour to be capable of ſuch 
meanneſs. Has Ridpath put in your 
Head, that he Hunted amongft the 
% 


Fr. No faith, I only ſpeak what is, 
and has been induſtriouſly told us ; 
which upon your aſſertion, I believe 
utterly falſe. | 


Gen. Falſe as Hell, Wil. Mr. Law is 
a Gentleman, always kept the beſt 
Company, his Manners were ſtill 

worthy imitation, his Converſation 
Polite, his Behaviour to his Surperiors- 
Reſpect ful, not fauniuͤg, and to his In- 
feriors Humane: This gain'd him the 
Love of all the World. = 


TVs 


633 


Fr. We are told he came poor into 


og France. 


Gen. To the contrary. Mr. Law, after he 
had for ſome time known almoſt all 
Courts came to France, like himſelf, a 
Gentleman, with a large Sum, capable to 
have made a Figure in the known World. 
He was received with an univerſal Wel- 
come: After ſome time Reſidence there, he 
perceiv'd their Finances (or Revenue) 

Miſmanaged, in the wane of the late 
Grate Monorch's Reign, he Introduc'd 
himſelf to the Duke de Noailles (a Man 
of an Elevated Diſtinction) propos'd a 

Method whereby the Finances ſhou'd 
be Augmented, the People eaſed of 

their heavy Taxes, and the Publick 


_ Credit reſtor'd, and all by means of a 


Paper Credit, The Duke not compre- 
| hending the Scheme, {lighted this noble 
Overture, and ſo it reſted till the Death 
of Lewis XIV. | 

Fr. What did Mr. Law upon the re- 
- Toll? £ | 


Gen, He liv'd like Mr. Lay. Upon 
the Regency of the King and King- 
dom's 


— a a 25 * 
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dom's being devolv'd on the Duke of 
Orleans, He renewed his Project to 
make that Kingdom Happy where ne 
had his abode, and where he was a 
Denniſon. The Regent conceiv'd him, 
imbrac'd the offer, and he was deſired 


1. 


to frame a Method, which with the 


greateſt juſtneſs and application he did, 
he firſt erected a private Bank, which 
no Man was capable to do without vaſt 

Subſiſtance and greater Credit. Then 
Farmed the Finances (in Particular 
that on Tobacco) by which accrued to 
the King an immenſe Sum, being al. 
ways cheated by the former Farmers, 
as was ſhown plainly to the Regent, 
after the laudable deſign of erecting 

the Chamber of Juſtice. 


Fr. Was Mr Law the Projector of 
that Chimerical Company of Mifiſ- 


ſin 


Gen. Miſtake not Sir, that Company 
was no Chimera, for Lewis XIV. ſettled 
Colonies there, which were ſupply'd 
from time to time: They have the tree- 
dom of the fineſt River in the World, 
Navigable for many Hundreds of 


Leagues, Limited on both ſides by the 
richeſt 


"TWI. 

richeſt and moſt fertile Countries, capa- 
Pable to produce what ever Europe af- 
fords, and inhabited by the moſt friend- 
ly Indians in America, living in a Com- 

fortable Amity with the French, who 
are ſo little diffident of them, that they 
are taught all neceſſary Arts whereby 
they can be ſerviceable: Not Slaves, 
as the Spariards made the Mexicans ; 
ſo they are in no danger of Inſurrecti- 
ons, becauſe they are in a ſtrict Alliance. 
Mr. Law did indeed lay down a Plan 
for Erecting that into a National Com- 

any, thereby purpoſing to make every 
individual Subject a benefiter by it. 
His privaze Bank was made a Royal 
One, and in the end the Bank and 


Company were united. 
Fr, Your Stocks mounted incredibly. 


Gen. That was owing. purely to the 
levity of the French tempers, who are 
unaccountably uppiſh upon any proſpect 
of Gain, and as mean oa the leaſt Dif 
appointment. Mr, Law never deſigu'd 
their unreaſonable Riſe, having ſolidly 
digeſted his Syſteme. 
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Fr. Your Briend: was very 8 to 
carry on ſuen a great delſign n 
e , V cen 

GN O! Wil, ps = Ka He =Y 
too much; ſure never Man was capable 
to reſiſt ſo many puſhes as were made 
. againſt him. Had hie, not only the 
Family of =, the Abbot dw 
Bois, now Archbiſhop of Cambray, Mr. 
d Argengon, Pelletier 4 {a Force, and the 
other Partiſans of the Duke, but the 
whole Parliament of Paris, = vow d 
his Ruine. 


2. How came they to be fo 1nve- 
terate? | 


Gen. They . 2 | 


the .ruine of the Credit of the Town- 
houſe, where was depolited the Money 
of the Trades People, Widows and 
Orphans, upon a ſmall Intereſt think- 
ing it the belt Security; which was 
now drawn out to put into the Stocks, 
upon ſuch a vilible Profit. 


1 It 3 a eee to G 
his ground againſt ſuch a Combination. 


Gen. 


. 
* 
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Gen. You are right: Never Man had. © 
a greater preſence of Mind, a more 
* bold and undaunted Spirit, or ſo much 
aſſiduity to Buſineſs; He did not ſhow 
any Concern, which made his Enemies 
think they had him ſure. They even 
prevail'd ſo far as to get a Warrant for 
his Commitment to the Baſtile, which 
the Regent was to Sign; but Mr. ie 
Blanc, Secretary of War, underſtand» 


ing it, tho' the poor Gentleman was 
lying afflicted with the Gout, he went 
immediately to the Palace, and by great 
good fortune came in the lucky minute; 
for the Regent had the Pen in his Hand, 
which he preſum'd to ſtop, and with a 
friendly warmth ask'd what he was a 
oing to do? Was he to condemn a- 
Man unheard ? Was he to deliver into 
the hands of his Enemies, one who had 
done more for the Kingdom than ever 
Man did? Did he not ſee that the 
Dart levell'd at Mr. Law, pointed at his 
Royal Highneſs? Upon which he threw 


away the Pen, and burnt the Paper. 
F. I am at a loſs to know, for what 
| the Regent was prevail'd upon te Sign. 
| à Warrant to ſend him to the Baſtile. * 
. „„ 88 Ges. 
# | be 
Co. * ; 
a ry 


: wha WET OTE * 
ö ö f ji. SI: -- : _— N a : . — 
2 . — 1 he * BF EY . 5 
l k * — i a 2 8 7 F 3 4 = 
* . : - . 
; 4 s 2 Pod + F 1 ; | 
\ g * * — 8. ' | 722 
0 : ; 3 . 8 * N a IS . 
7 : 3 . Fg 
„ x * 


Gen. Lou hurry'd me on fo by your 
Queſtions, I was not allow'd to tell you. | — 
The Duke of N-—s ſeeing Mr. Law's 9 0 
Scheme ſucceed, that he was made Su- 
r Intendant of the Finances, and the 
greateſt Man (of a Subject or Foreigner) 
ever had appeared in France, tho” it is 
obſerved, that every Century a Scotſman 
ſhines in that Kingdom, burſt with en- 
vy at the Glory he had rais'd himſelf to, 
and which he was ſo infatuated as to re- 
fuſe a ſhare in: He form'd a Party in 
the Council, who taking the advantages 
_ overſwayed, and made a Decree which 
. diſcredited the Bank Bills, and of courſe 
all the other Paper Funds fell : Ar this 
the Populace were inragd, and the 
Party did not fail to abet and prompt 
them to fury. In ſhort, ſo mean were 
his Enemies, finding they cou'd do no- 
thing legally againſt him, they deſign'd 
he ſhou'd be tore to pieces by the Mob, 
| Who Aſſaulted him in his Coach as he 
| was entering the Palace Royal to wait 
| 3 on the Duke Regent: He eſcap'd, b 
1 the ſpecial hand of Providence; ſo theſe 
Cannibals had nothing to ſatiate their 
brutal Maliee upon, but the poor Coach - 
gb man, Horſes. and Coach. I think the 
Coachman died. Vs 5 


*. 
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25 that He was a Bleſſing to a State, an 
Acute Accoraptant, and the moſt exact 
"Man ever was calculared for Buſineſs. 
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A Council was ſummon'd, where 
Mr. Law harangu'd them, with the 
Vigor, Eloquence and Compoſure of a 
Great Orator, in a ſtrong, tho' extem- 
porary Vindication of his Syſteme ; 
Which he deliverd with a manlike, 


zraceful and irreſiſtable force, and with 
uch nervous expreſſions, producing at 


the ſame time an Abſtract of his whole 


procedure, which ſhow's to all preſent 


His Enemies were confounded, he con- 
verted more to ts his Friends, and a- 


mong the Greatt# Mr. le Duc, of Bour- 
bon, That Great Prince acknowledg'd, 
that, not knowing Mr. Law's Merit, 

he had gone into the Faction without - 


any reſearch, being willing to clip the 


Wings of an aſpiring Foreigner: Now. 


that he knew him to be an uneſtimable 
Man, he proteſted the firmeſt Amity, 
which he has very honourably kept. 

The Parliament of Paris, inſiſting on 


ſeveral things the Regent could not 


yield to, without ſubmitting the Power 
of the Regency intirely to them, his 
Royal Highneſs thought fit to remove 


them to Pontois, ſeven Leagues from 
C 2 EIS Paris; 
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Part it was a bold ſtep, but abſolutely 
ufer Mr. Lam being Concellour 
ing in all his Councils, is blamd. 
o, ſo there is a new ferment 


of the ] 
for this al 
among the giddy People. 


moſities, and it may be preſum'd, be- 


ing fatigu'd with the great weight of 
bulineſs which had ſo long hung heavy 

upon him, robbing him of any reſt to, 
or relaxation of his Spirits, by his un- 
accountably cloſe application, begg'd 


leave to lay down all the great Poſts 


he enjoyed, which for ſome time the 
Regent refuſed, but at laſt was, with 
very great reluctance, prevaiPd upon 


to condeſcend to. 


And now we ſee a Great Man, a 
Wiſe Stateſman, a deep Politician, and 


an unweariable Man in Buſineſs, leave 
the fatigue of Publick Affairs, propole 


Mr. Law, ſecing no end of theſe Ani- 


— 


N 


to unhinge the great bent he had given, 


himſelf, eaſy in his own Houſe, with 
his own Family amidſt his Friends. 


F. ] obſerve one of the moſt beauti- 
ful parts of his Character is, T hai Con- 
ſtancy and fortitude of Mind he {how'd,. 
after he had eſcap'd being Sacific'd 
by an inhuman Rabble, inſtigated by a 

Gy he 
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maliciour Faction: He, (without being 
in the leaſt diſconcerted) vindicated 
his Syſteme. He is certainly a Man of 
the moſt undaunted Courage, and here. 
in he Copied after the great Cato. But I 
ſee you are in pain to go on. 


Gen. The Regent having loſt his 
great Prop, the Faction have the Ball at 
their foot, the. Parliament is call'd back, 
fit upon the Decrees had paſſed ſince 
They had refuſed to Regiſter any more, 
and carry all with a high hand, even 
talking without reſerve of the Regent, 
who, with M. le Dac and other Friends, 
perſuade Mr. Law to retire to one of his 
Country Houſes a few Legues from 
Paris, which he yielded to, much con- 
tfary to the inclinatian of his great 
Soul; yet he did not go as if he fled 
from the ungrate Pariſians, but rather 
in triumph, attended by ſome of the 
moſt remarkable of his Countrymen. 
In this pleaſant Retreat he was ob. 
ſerv'd with moro than ordinary Gaity, 
to the great ſatisfaction of all about 

him. | 
The Faction and Parliament now 
have the aſſurance todemand Mr, Law 
of the Regent, who with M. Ye Duc, 
are 
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are at SF to get him t to 0 . 
goes to Flanders and diſpiſes his Ene- 
mies. „ "7 
The Wen of the Company are 
taken to task, four ſent to the Baſtile, 
but afterwards releas d, and all of them 
amerced and diſcarded. _ 7 
The Regent finding the New ones 
had an uaweildy Ship to manage, and 
+ wanted their skilful Pilot to dire& 
them, firſt takes leave of them, and® 
then takes away their Privilege, ſo that 
the Actions and all other Papers are not 
Worth a Groat. 7 
The Occidens, or Actions at the 
FS vs coſt us, upon calling in the 
other Papers, each ſingle one gooo Li-. | 
vres; to nouriſh them, we paid 3000 
Livres, before we got them out of the 
Bank we were oblig'd to give in a 100, 
Livres 1n Specte, which at that time 
Was purchaſed for 1000 Livres in Paper, 
and 50 Livres in Paper; ſo that each 
ſimple Action was 13, 050 Livres. 
When at Rauen, I was told a Story, 
which at that time I thought a horrid 
thing, to take Advantages of a Perſon 
in diſtreſs: A poor Man coming. for 
. England, run ſhort and was oblig'd to 


ſell one of theſe Action for x5 Livres to 
carry 


* 


Sb IH 
1 carry Bim Home, but the Biter Was 3 
bitt, for when he ſent it to Paris, his | 
Correſpondent return'd it, letting him 4 


e had Joſh his Money GE 


8 Fr. Why, in all this I cannot ſee 
| wherein Mr. Law is any way to blame, 
= either for the ridiculous riſe, or utter 

| finkingof theſe Stocks: For if the Ca. 
price of the People puts a higher value 
ion a Share in theſe Funds than the Pro- 
ector ever deſign'd, or knew they were 
capable to bear, the fault was their own, 
and the loſs muſt fall on the moſt Cre- 
dulous: And it is plain their ſinking is 
- 4ntirely owing to the Party who choſe 
to ruin their Country, rather as not 
have their Revenge on a Man who had 
toil'd ſo much for the Happineſs of an 
undeſerving People, tho' they miſs'd of 
their Aim. Neither think I, but the - 
Duke Regent acted the beſt part in ſup- : 
preſſing the Papers, ſince inevitably 
more Families ſhould be ruin'd under 
the Guidance of Unskillful Managers, 
who wanted their Great Maſter at their 
Head. Now by what you have com- 
municated to me, I can Sum up Mr. 
Law's Character in two Words: That 
he is a YT We and a good Man. 
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5 In — it is to he Kae 
muſt cut one anothers Fhroats, or cat 
our Neighbours in 2 very little time; 
Trade is gone, Credit funk, Mifery 
Hows. welt - 16 every ones Face We 
may pity, but are not capable to relieve” 


our ade This may be the ſu 
of another Coaferenc ce. 


